AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please cancel claim 5 without prejudice or disclaimer. New claims 9-18 have been 
added. A complete listing of all pending claims is presented. 

1 . (Currently amended) A tape drive apparatus in which a tape serving as a recording 
medium is drawn out of a cartridge accommodating the tape, the drawn tape made to run so 
as to be wound on a tape takeup reel provided in a tape drive apparatus body and a 
recording/reproducing operation performed by winding the tape drawn out of said cartridge 
around a rotary head drum, said tape drive apparatus comprising: 

a prethreading mechanism for bringing the tape into contact with said rotary head 
drum before the tape is completely wound around said rotary head drum, wherein 

dew condensation on said rotary head drum is detected by rotating said rotary head 
drum during a state in which the tape is brought by said prethreading mechanism into contact 
with said rotary head drum, and 

wherein said prethreading mechanism has a folding two-stage arm, and wherein the 
tape is brought into contact with said rotarv head drum bv extending said two-stage arm , 

2. (Previously Presented) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 1, wherein dew 
condensation is detected from a variation in rotation of said rotary head drum. 

3. (Previously Presented The tape drive apparatus according to claim 1, wherein dew 
condensation is detected from a change in tension of the tape. 

4. (Previously Presented) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 1, wherein dew 
condensation is detected from a rotation of a tape supply reel of said cartridge. 

5. (Canceled) 
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6. (Original) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the tape is 
detached from said rotary head drum after the dew condensation on said rotary head drum is 
detected. 

7. (Previously Presented) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
drying of said rotary head drum is expedited by rotating said rotary head drum during a state 
in which the tape is detached from said rotary head drum. 

8. (Original) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 1, fiirther comprising a tape 
winding member for winding the tape around said rotary head drum, said tape winding 
member also serving as said prethreading mechanism. 

9. (New) A tape drive apparatus in which a tape serving as a recording medium is 
drawn out of a cartridge accommodating the tape, the drawn tape made to run so as to be 
wound on a tape takeup reel provided in a tape drive apparatus body and a 
recording/reproducing operation performed by winding the tape drawn out of said cartridge 
around a rotary head drum, said tape drive apparatus comprising: 

a prethreading mechanism for bringing the tape into contact with said rotary head 
drum before the tape is completely wound around said rotary head drum, wherein 

dew condensation on said rotary head drum is detected by rotating said rotary head 
drum during a state in which the tape is brought by said prethreading mechanism into contact 
with said rotary head drum, wherein dew condensation is detected from a change in tension 
of the tape, 

10. (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 9, wherein dew condensation 
is detected from a variation in rotation of said rotary head drum. 

1 1 . (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 9, wherein dew condensation 
is detected from a rotation of a tape supply reel of said cartridge. 
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12. (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the tape is 
detached from said rotary head drum after the dew condensation on said rotary head drum is 
detected. 

13 (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 12, wherein drying of said 
rotary head drum is expedited by rotating said rotary head drum during a state in which the 
tape is detached from said rotary head drum. 

14 (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 9 ftirther comprising a tape 
winding member for winding the tape around said rotary head drum, said tape winding 
member also serving as said prethreading mechanism. 

15. (New) A tape drive apparatus in which a tape serving as a recording medium is 
drawn out of a cartridge accommodating the tape, the drawn tape made to run so as to be 
wound on a tape takeup reel provided in a tape drive apparatus body and a 
recording/reproducing operation performed by winding the tape drawn out of said cartridge 
around a rotary head drum, said tape drive apparatus comprising: 

a prethreading mechanism for bringing the tape into contact with said rotary head 
drum before the tape is completely wound around said rotary head drurii, wherein 

dew condensation on said rotary head drum is detected by rotating said rotary head 
drum during a state in which the tape is brought by said prethreading mechanism into contact 
with said rotary head drum, wherein the tape is detached from said rotary head drum after the 
dew condensation on said rotary head drum is detected, and wherein drying of said rotary 
head drum is expedited by rotating said rotary head drum during a state in which the tape is 
detached from said rotary head drum. 

16 (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 15 wherein dew condensation 
is detected from a variation in rotation of said rotary head drum. 

17. (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 15, wherein dew condensation 
is detected from a rotation of a tape supply reel of said cartridge. 
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18. (New) The tape drive apparatus according to claim 1 5, further comprising a tape 
winding member for winding the tape around said rotary head drum, said tape winding 
member also serving as said prethreading mechanism. 
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